
FAQ / Middle and High School Science Olympiad  (updated 10.4.16) 
B = middle school 
C = high school 
 
What is Impound? 
Impound means your students need to bring something to the Event Manager during 
the scheduled impound before the first block of time starts.  Usually the students are 
leaving their device they will use; sometimes it is a “guess/estimation” that the 
students are leaving before the competition starts. 
 
What if I miss impound because of traffic, illness, pulled over for a ticket, 
etc. 
Unfortunately, we cannot make exceptions regardless of circumstance for missing 
impound.  Most Event Managers will still let students participate if the impound is late, 
but their score will be placed in a lower tier. 
 
What is a lower tier? 
Event Managers rank teams 1st place through ---# of teams participating, according to 
their score.  If a team is put in a lower tier because of:  missing impound, device doesn’t 
meet specification, etc., that team is placed after all scores that are in first tier—even if 
their score is higher than a team that is in the first tier.  It is very important to read all 
rules! 
 
Does my team need to compete in all 23 events? 
No.  Your team may compete in whatever interests your students and they have time 
for. 
 
Where should my team camp? 
Your team is welcome to camp out and stay anywhere on campus that is not blocking a 
walk way or entrance.  Get comfortable, it is a long day.  Many schools bring signs to 
hang in their camp and food to eat throughout the day.  Open BBQs are not allowed 
unless the BBQ is in the designated BBQ area (see map or ask the morning of-usually in 
the parking lot area) 
 
Does SJCOE or the host site have tables and chairs for us to use in our 
camp? 
No, your team will need to bring own chairs, tables, food, easy-up tents. 
 
 



If there is a schedule conflict, can one of my teams go to B1 and the other 
go to B2? 
No, your team must go to their assigned section when scheduled.  If your school has 
two teams, both teams are assigned to the same section. 
 
How do I know if my team is in Section B1 or B2 or C1 or C2? 
Your section # was given to you when you registered your team.  The section 
breakdown was included in agendas, emails and in your competition packet. 
 
I missed the online sign-ups, can we still participate? 
A student from your team (not coach or adult) may approach the Event Manager the 
morning of the competition to see if there are any open time slots for your team to 
participate. 
 
What if we feel something was unfair and we want to appeal? 
Only a coach may fill out an appeal form and turn in to the control room.  The appeal 
will be discussed with Event Manager and Coach and a decision will be made.  The 
decision is final. 
 
After the awards, where can my student pick up his/her ribbon? 
Only the coaches are given the full awards report after the awards ceremony.  The 
coach may pick up any ribbons from the ribbon table. 
 
If we can bring in one page of notes with information on both sides, can we 
put two pieces of paper back to back in a sheet protector? 
No, unfortunately you cannot.  Your team may however put the two pieces back to back 
and run through a laminator—just make sure it is still 8.5 X 11” 
 


